ORDER OF WORSHIP FOR
CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICETHE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD
DECEMBER 24, 2017
Officiate
Pastor Douglas Bergelin

Musician
Ricki Budewitz

Lay Minister
8:00 am-Ted Fuller

AS WE GATHER
“Glory to God in the highest!” The expression of praise by the heavenly host on the
night when Jesus was born into our world has echoed through the ages. As we gather
for this most special day, we find joy in repeating the words of God’s heavenly
messengers. The angels proclaimed a message of peace and good will, a word from
God that was appearing in the Word made flesh—the baby Jesus born to bring the
light of redemption to a people on earth lost in darkness. “Gloria in excelsis Deo!”
Whether we are singing in English or Latin or some other language, the message of
the words is what matters. We worship our Lord and rejoice in the glory of Christmas!
For Our Guests:
Hymnal Key-LSB is the Maroon Hymnal, WOV is the smaller Blue Hymnal

+ PREPARATION +
OPENING HYMN

LSB 379 “O Come, All Ye Faithful”
Please Stand

INVOCATION & OPENING SENTENCES
Pastor:
In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People:
Amen.
Pastor:
People:

Oh sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth!
Sing to the Lord, bless His name; tell of His salvation from day to day.

Pastor:
People:

Declare His glory among the nations,
His marvelous works among all the peoples!

Pastor:

When all was still, and it was midnight, Your almighty Word, O Lord,
descended from the royal throne.
Sing to the Lord a new song, for He has done marvelous things!

People:

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Pastor:
In peace let us pray to our heavenly Father, confident of His forgiveness for
Jesus’ sake.
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination
Pastor:
People:

Almighty Father,
We confess that we are sinners by nature and by thought, word, and
deed. We cannot and do not merit any forgiveness. But with repentant
hearts, we turn to You for mercy, seeking Your grace. In Your loving
kindness, forgive, restore, and lead us so that we may be renewed
and may live to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Pastor:

With joy I announce God’s good news to You. Our gracious God in His
mercy has given His Son to be born, to live and then to die for you, and for
His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of
Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name
of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. Be at peace and
rejoice in the Lord.
Amen.

People:

THE CHRISTMAS CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. Who sent His Son
as my Savior on Christmas Day. I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who
was conceived by the holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, announced by the angels,
worshipped by the shepherds, adored by the Wise Men, Who lived to suffer and die
and rise again, to free us from sin, death, and the power of the devil I believe in the
Holy Ghost, Who has brought me to faith in the Christ of Christmas, and by Whose
continuous work in my heart I am ever led to lay before the feet of Christ the treasures
of my love, and live under Him as my King, both now and forevermore. Amen
Please Be Seated

+ LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT +
We celebrate the Lord’s Supper
OUR COMMUNION PRACTICE
Celebrating the Lord’s Supper is an expression of our unity in the true
Christian faith. In the Sacrament we are joined in a very close, personal
and intimate way with Christ and with one another. We believe that when
a person partakes of the Sacrament they are also confessing their
unreserved agreement with the doctrine and practice that is proclaimed
from the altar and pulpit of which the Sacrament is administered. In his
small Catechism, Martin Luther gives us guidelines for self-examination of
our faith and our worthiness to receive Christ’s atoning lifeblood. Therefore,
we welcome all to the Lord’s Table who first have been baptized in the
name of the Triune God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, are in agreement
with this statement, and then with heartfelt conviction can boldly proclaim…

I believe that…
+ Jesus is my only Lord and Savior from sin, death and the devil;
+ I am a sinner in need of God’s forgiveness;
+ Jesus Christ is present in the Sacrament, and the bread and wine
I receive are the true body and blood of Christ;
+ God assures me that my sins have been forgiven and that I have
life and salvation through faith in Him;
+ And then as He enables me, I pledge to amend my sinful life, to
thank and praise, serve and obey Him.
We ask that all visitors and guests who may wish to receive the Sacrament
kindly speak to an Elder or the Pastor before or after the service.

PREFACE
Pastor:
The Lord be with you.
People:
And also with you.
Pastor:
People:

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor:
People:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

PROPER PREFACE
Pastor:
It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting
God, for You fulfilled Your promise of a Savior by sending Your Son to be
David’s greater Son, Who rules and reign over all things for ever and ever.
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and
singing:
SANCTUS

LSB 367 “Angels From The Realms Of Glory” vs. 1
Angels from the realms of glory,
Wing your flight o’er all the earth;
Ye who sang creation’s story
Now proclaim Messiah’s birth.
Refrain:
Come and worship, come and worship,
Worship Christ, the newborn King.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
(For those with dietary restrictions, we offer non-alcoholic
wine in the cups in the center of the individual trays.)

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
LSB 359 “Lo How A Rose E’er Blooming”
LSB 370 “What Child Is This”
COMMUNION DISMISSAL BLESSING
POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING
Pastor:
Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that Your promises have been
fulfilled among us today. Give us joy in knowing that the same One Who
became flesh in the Virgin’s womb still comes to us today in His body and
blood at this altar; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, Who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People:
Amen.
INTROIT

Psalm 24:1, 3–5; antiphon: Psalm 2:7

Lector:

I will tell of the decree: The LORD said to Me, “You are My Son; today I
have begotten You.”
The earth is the LORD’s and the fullness thereof, the world and those
who dwell therein.

People:
Lector:
People:
Lector:
People:

Who shall ascend the hill of the LORD? And who shall stand in His holy
place?
He who has clean hands and a pure heart, who does not lift up his
soul to what is false and does not swear deceitfully.
He will receive blessing from the LORD
And righteousness from the God of his salvation.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
I will tell of the decree: The LORD said to me, “You are my Son; today I
have begotten You.”

SALUTATION
Pastor:
The Lord be with you.
People:
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor:
Let us pray.
O God, You make us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of Your
only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ.
People:
Grant that as we joyfully receive Him as our Redeemer, we may with
sure confidence behold Him when He comes to be our Judge;

Pastor:
People:

Through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, Who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
+ WORD +

OLD TESTAMENT READING
Isaiah 7:10–14 Immanuel will be born to a virgin mother.
10
Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz: 11 “Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it
be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” 12 But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I
will not put the LORD to the test.” 13 And he said, “Hear then, O house of
David! Is it too little for you to weary men, that you weary my God also?
14
Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall
conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel.
Pastor:
This is the Word of the Lord.
People:
Thanks be to God.
PSALM 110:1–4
People:
The LORD says to my Lord:“Sit at My right hand,
until I make Your enemies Your footstool.”
Pastor:
People:

Pastor:
People:

HYMN

The LORD sends forth from Zion Your mighty scepter.
Rule in the midst of Your enemies!
Your people will offer themselves freely on the day of Your power,
in holy garments; from the womb of the morning,the dew of Your
youth will be Yours.
The LORD has sworn and will not change His mind,
“You are a priest forever after the order of Melchizedek.”
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was
in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
LSB 365 “Away In A Manger”

EPISTLE
1 John 4:7–16 God sent His Son into the world as the Redeemer.
7
Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves
has been born of God and knows God. 8 Anyone who does not love does
not know God, because God is love. 9 In this the love of God was made
manifest among us, that God sent His only Son into the world, so that we
might live through Him. 10 In this is love, not that we have loved God but
that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.
11
Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12 No one
has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us and His love
is perfected in us.

13

Pastor:
People:
HYMN

By this we know that we abide in Him and He in us, because He has
given us of His Spirit. 14 And we have seen and testify that the Father has
sent His Son to be the Savior of the world. 15 Whoever confesses that
Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. 16 So we have
come to know and to believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and
whoever abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him.
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
LSB 380 “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”

GRADUAL Isaiah 9:6
Pastor:
To us a child is born, to us a son is given;
People:
And the government shall be upon His shoulder.
Pastor:
People:

And His name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
Please Stand

HOLY GOSPEL
Luke 2:1-20
Pastor:
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 2nd chapter.
People:
Glory to You, O Lord.
1
In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world
should be registered. 2 This was the first registration when Quirinius was
governor of Syria. 3 And all went to be registered, each to his own town.
4
And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to
Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of
the house and lineage of David, 5 to be registered with Mary, his betrothed,
who was with Child. 6 And while they were there, the time came for her to
give birth. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn Son and wrapped Him in
swaddling cloths and laid Him in a manger, because there was no place for
them in the inn.
8
And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping
watch over their flock by night. 9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to
them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled
with great fear. 10 And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring
you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11 For unto you is
born this day in the city of David a Savior, Who is Christ the Lord. 12 And
this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths
and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying,
14
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with
whom He is pleased!”

15

Pastor:
People:

When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said
to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has
happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 And they went with
haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 17 And
when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them
concerning this Child. 18 And all who heard it wondered at what the
shepherds told them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering
them in her heart. 20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising
God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.
Please Be Seated

SONG OF PRAISE

LSB 368 “Angels We Have Heard On High”

SERMON

HYMN

LSB 361 “O Little Town Of Bethlehem”

GATHERING OF THE OFFERINGS & GREET THOSE AROUND YOU
As the gifts are gathered, we ask that all worshipers sign the Record of
Fellowship, indicating Communion attendance if offered and then pass the
booklet to the person next to you in the pew. When all have signed the book,
pass it back to the end of the pew.
To our visitors: This is a time in our service when congregation members give of
the gifts God has given them to support the work of their congregation. You are
welcome but not obligated to participate in supporting our ministries. We are
blessed to have you worship with us. Please come again.
OFFERING
OFFERTORY
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Pastor:
Let us pray for God’s great mercy, asking that He would hear our petitions
and
grant
them
according
to
His
gracious
will.
As we recall the first Christmas, Lord, we thank You for the gift of Jesus
Christ. Give us faith to never forget the magnitude and importance of His
sacrifice for us in coming to earth to be our Savior, our Brother, and our
Friend. Lord, in Your mercy,
People:
Hear our prayer.

Pastor:

People:
Pastor:

People:
Pastor:

People:
Pastor:

People:
Pastor:

People:
Pastor:
People:

As we remember Mary and Joseph, we thank You for the gift of family.
Give us hearts to fully appreciate the gifts we receive through them and
seek to be those who cherish and nourish our family associations. Lord, in
Your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
As we echo the song of the angels, we thank You for the gifts of poetry and
music and for all of the writers and composers who have enriched our
celebration with their devotion and creativity. Give us eagerness to ever
seek to bring You all that is the best and most beautiful in our worship.
Lord, in Your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
As we think of the shepherds to whom the angel brought the greatest of
news, we thank You for those who serve in the various vocations of life,
including those whose daily work often goes unnoticed. We commend to
Your special care, Lord, those in the military, our first responders and
medical personnel, and all whose labor on our behalf is specially
challenging or hazardous. Lord, in Your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
As we consider those who were at the inn surrounding Mary and Joseph
and the baby Jesus, we pray for all situations and conditions of people,
especially those on our hearts at this time. Be with them and bless them
according to their needs, Lord, and give us opportunities to be of comfort
and assistance in Your name. Lord, in Your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
As we pray, gracious God, we remember our dear ones who have
completed their earthly lives and now are in Your eternal keeping. As the
brightness of the light of Christ shines on them, may we follow their
footsteps in ways of peace and love throughout our lives as we live to Your
glory. Lord in Your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
These and any other things You would have us ask of You, heavenly
Father, grant to us for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

THE LORD'S PRAYER
Pastor:
We join together in the prayer that He has taught us to pray…
All:
Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

CLOSING PRAYER
Pastor:
Let us pray.
O God, You make this most holy night to shine with the brightness of the
true light. Grant that as we have known the mysteries of that light on earth
we may also come to the fullness of His joys in heaven; through the same
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People:
Amen.
THE BENEDICTION
Pastor:
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.
People:
Amen.
LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES
The ushers will come down the center aisle and will light the candles of those seated at the aisle.
They will keep their lit candles erect. Please tip your candle to be lit, then keep it erect as the next
person tips their candle. Pass the flame down the pew.
PLEASE BE CAREFUL NOT TO SPILL HOT WAX ON YOURSELF OR THE PEW.

HYMN

“Silent Night/Stille Nacht”
LSB 363
Verse 1 in German first,
then all 3 verses in Engish
Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht! Alles schlaft, einsam wacht
Nur das traute, hochheilige Paar. Holder Knabe im lockigen Haar,
Schlaf in himmlischer Ruh, Schlaf in himmlischer Ruh.
1.

Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright
Round yon virgin mother and child. Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace.
2.

Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight;
Glories stream from heaven afar, Heav’nly host sing, Alleluia!
Christ the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born!
3.

Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light
Radiant beams from Thy holy face With the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth.
Carefully extinguish your candles at this time. Please be careful of hot wax.
As you exit the church, please deposit your candles in the box in the narthex.

POSTLUDE

*Christmas Eve, Christmas Day & New Year’s Eve Worship Services \
are different then the Morning Sunday Services.
Christmas Service Schedule
Christmas Day Celebration Service
Monday, December 25
9 a.m. Worship
New Year’s Eve- Sunday, December 31
6 p.m.
WORSHIP SCHEDULE
FOR NEXT WEEK
Officiate
Pastor Douglas Bergelin
Lay Minister
12/31-8:00 am-Joel Zastrow
10:30 am-Ted Frank
New Year’s Eve
12/31 -6:00 pm-Larry Beyer
Acolytes
12/31-8:00 am-Addie Nass
10:30 am-Tianda Hildebrandt
New Year’s Eve
12/31 6:00 pm-Ushers
Bible Study Snack
TBA

Altar Guild for December
Cheryl Maas & Cindy Maas
Children’s Bulletin & Basket
There are special bulletins for children. If your child did not receive one, ask the usher. There is also a
Children’s Basket in the narthex that contains crayon and pencil packets along with children’s books and
Christian coloring books. We love having children in worship and sometimes they need additional stimulation to
keep them interested. These items are there for your children to enjoy. Please return items to the basket at the
end of the service.
Members
In the event that you or your family may need Pastoral care or comfort, please don’t assume that the Pastor or
church office has been contacted by the facility you have been admitted to. Due to certain policies, some
places cannot share that you or a loved one has been admitted and are in need of comfort or counseling and
many times the church is notified days after an admittance to a facility has happened. In your time of need,
please don’t hesitate to contact the Pastor by calling his cell number or the church office, which are listed on
the back of the bulletin or Grapevine.
Visitors
Visitors are asked to stop at the welcome center in the narthex where you will find information about our
church, newsletters, devotional materials and other items we hope you will find helpful. Please be sure to sign
the attendance book that you find in the pew and is passed around during the offering.

ST. PETER’S
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
W4661 CTH MM P.O. Box 115
Lebanon, Wisconsin 53047
Reaching out . . .
to share the love and hope of Jesus Christ
through teaching, preaching,
and promoting spiritual growth.
Pastor: Reverend Douglas Bergelin
Cell: 920-988-7924 Church 920-925-3547 ext. 101
Pastor Email: pastorbergelin@stpetersoflebanonwi.org
Church Email: congregation@stpetersoflebanonwi.org
Web Site: www.stpetersoflebanonwi.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/st.peterslebanon
Board of Directors
Larry Beyer
Debbi Groeler
Bob Nass
Connie Holz
Pat Cunderman
Jody Nass
Bonnie
Lauersdorf
Vacancy
John Christian

Executive Director
Secretary
Lay Ministry
Stewardship
Evangelism
Youth Ministry

920-285-6060
920-925-3342
414-630-2265
414-416-2976
920-925-3710
920-285-3350

Christian Ed – JSB
920-988-5834
Christian Ed – Parish
Church Properties
920-925-3482

1.

LLS Program Staff
Julia Wackt–Principal
Kiki Damrow—Kindergarten, K-2nd Grade Art
Kathy Fortlage –1st & 2nd Grade, Music
Jennie Berken – 3rd & 4th Grade
Pam Bartee – 5th & 6th Grade
Julia Wackt– 7th & 8th Grade
Jenny Meyers— 7th & 8th Grade
Dennis Messman – K-8th Grade Phy. Ed.
Tori Long--K-2nd Grade Aide & Art
Anna Witan—K-8th Grade Spanish, 3rd-8th Art
Administrative Assistant-Lynn Block
Jackie Unke – Early Childhood Center Director
Jessica Peters & Kayla Zimmerman– Grade PreK-3
Heidi Field – Grade PreK-4

Support Staff
Pennie May
Church Secretary
Email: (secretary@stpetersoflebanonwi.org)
Yvonne Weisensel
Church Custodian
Jody Nass
LLS Custodian
Cindy Pillsbury
LLS-ECC Custodian

Church Office
School Office
School Building
Early Childhood Center

920-925-3547
920-925-3791 (Immanuel Campus)
920-925-3525 (St. Peter’s Campus)
920-925-3040

St. Peter’s – A congregation of over 400 souls – is a member
congregation in the South Wisconsin District of The Lutheran
Church–Missouri Synod. We have been a vital part of the
Lebanon community for over 135 years.
Worship Services-Labor Day-Memorial Day
Communion at both services every Sunday and all Festival Days
8:00 & 10:30 am



Sunday School and Bible Study for all ages 9:15 am
Summer Worship Times Memorial Day-Labor Day
-Thursday 7:00 pm, Sunday 8:00 am & 9:30 am

We Celebrate Two Sacraments
In Baptism, God freely offers His grace and lovingly establishes
a new community. In Holy Communion those who come to the
table receive in bread and wine the body and blood of their Lord.
This gift is itself the real presence of God’s forgiveness and
mercy, nourishing believers in union with their Lord and with each
other.
Lebanon Lutheran School (LLS) &
LLS - Early Childhood Center (State Licensed Facility)
Lebanon Lutheran School is an association serving children with
Childcare, Preschool, and Kindergarten through Grade 8. It is a
joint ministry of St. Peter’s(LCMS) and Immanuel Lutheran
Church of Lebanon (NALC).

